
By AMANDA CREEL
The Mississippi Press

GAUTIER — The 15th
annual Gautier Mullet Fes-
tival “Celebrating Our Her-
itage” has started a new
tradition for selecting the
royal couple to reign over
the festivities. 

For the first time, the

king and queen will be rec-
ognized for their accom-
plishments as “Hometown
Heroes” during the mullet
festival.

The festival organizers
are working to recognize
everyday heroes, whether it
be at the high school foot-
ball stadium or in the midst

of a natural disaster. 
The royal couple will be

able to bestow blessings on
all the residents and festi-
val attendees as they stroll
around the festivities. 

The king and queen of
this year’s mullet festival
were chosen for their contri-

I was outside talking with
my trees the other day and
letting them know how proud
I am of them.

Obviously, I don’t care
what you think about me if I
will admit to you that I talk
with my trees. However, I
think that maybe, just
maybe, my friendship with
my trees paid off, because
three of my trees fell during
Hurricane Katrina, none of
them fell on my house or my
shop.

Anyway, I was cleaning up
and raking up the back yard

when I
first
noticed
my large
oak tree
that had
uprooted
and fall-
en across
the back
of my
yard.

Short-
ly after
the

storm, a friend from Tupelo
had come down to the Coast
“just to help out” and she
brought a chainsaw, which is
what I needed. We trimmed
all the large branches off the
oak tree, leaving just the
large trunk, which was too
big for her small saw to han-
dle.

Well, yesterday, I noticed
the trunk had sprouted new
leaves. “What are you trying
to do?” I asked the tree. “Are
you planning to grow on your
side right across the yard? I
hate to tell you this, but it’s
fall, not spring.”

I wonder if it will continue
to live on its side if I water
the roots regularly.

My trees don’t answer, by
the way. They just let me
draw my own conclusions.
And I know they would be
healthier trees if I took better
care of them.

When the big oak tree fell,
it fell on and pushed over my
pear tree, which stands about
15 feet high and now leans at
about a 45-degree angle. So,
I’ve been trying to decide
what to do about it. Should I
force it to straighten back up
with ropes and stakes, cut it
down or leave it alone?

When I went to check on
its leaves to see if it was dam-
aged by the salt spray, I
noticed the pear tree now has
about a dozen blooms.

“Listen, you only produced
one pear last year,” I told it.
“You’re not that good a pear
tree. So now am I supposed to
believe you are planning for a
winter crop of pears?”

I figured I had better check
on my fig tree, which was lit-
tle more than a switch in the
ground before the storm. As
expected, she was pushed all
the way down with debris on
top of her. As I straightened
her up, though, I saw that
she, too, had new leaves, very
green and very much alive.

Next came my lemon tree,
which I call a lemon tree only
because I have high hopes for
it. You see, fruit trees in my
yard do not produce fruit.
They just tease me.

The lemon tree was all
bushy with leaves. He’s the
happiest I’ve ever seen him.
Who knows? Maybe soon, I
will be able to see little yellow
fruits on him, but I doubt it.

Anyway, the whole yard
has just come alive. There
were even little purple flow-
ers covering the ground in
one section.

I think the yard was just
letting me know in its own
way that things are OK. To
my trees, Hurricane Katrina
was a cleansing act, not a vio-
lent or a bad thing.

I may leave the big oak
tree down across the back
yard as my own personal
Hurricane Katrina monu-
ment.

Correspondent Steve Burtt
can be reached at sburtt@bell-
south.net or at (228) 522-
6401.
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Trees leave
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in wake 
of Katrina

Mullet Madness
By AMANDA CREEL

The Mississippi Press

GAUTIER — 

Why do mullets
jump? The only
way to find out is

to take a break and join the
post-Katrina fun at the
Gautier Mullet Festival.

The 15th annual Gautier
Mullet Festival 2005, “Cele-
brating Our Coastal Her-
itage,” will be as scheduled
from 9 a.m. to 6 p.m. Oct. 8
at the Mississippi Gulf
Coast Community College,
Jackson County Campus.

Festival organizers are
hoping to offer a break from
the post-Katrina routine for
residents of the Mississippi
Gulf Coast. 

Even the winning poster
by Alan Watson of Hurley
picked for the festival is in
the spirit of post Katrina
fun.

“We wanted something
that would invoke a festival
feeling. Something fun and
bright and something to
show what a fun day it will
be,” said Anna Simpson,
chairwoman of the festival
committee. “And, it says the
spunk of Gautier will come
back out and have one day

of fun, post Katrina.”
“We just want them to sit

down in the sunshine and
enjoy some music and take
a break,” said Charles

Simpson, a member of the
festival committee.

The Gautier Mullet Festi-
val is offering its own form
of hurricane relief by offer-

ing free entertainment to
the whole family as part of
this year’s event.

“People don’t really have
a lot of money to spend, but

they still need to be able to
go out and have some fun
and be entertained,” said
Scott Mitchell, member of
the festival committee.

For the younger fans of
the festival the rides, such
as train rides, a giant slide,
an obstacle course, a rock
climb and other inflatable
rides, will be free.

By AMANDA CREEL
The Mississippi Press

MOBILE, Ala. — The 11th annual BayFest will
use the annual music festival as a way to benefit
Hurricane Katrina victims on the Gulf Coast.

“We are working with the Salvation Army and
the Bay Area Food Bank to benefit those affected
by the hurricane. We want people to bring in stuff
to help those in need,” said Shana Giles, director
of marketing at BayFest.

BayFest will take place Oct. 7-9 in downtown
Mobile. The event, which centers around music
performances, has something for the whole fami-
ly.

One Mississippi Gulf Coast band, Joshua Sun
of Biloxi, will perform as part of the BayFest line-
up at 5 p.m. Sunday, Oct. 9. Guitarist Jadon
Gutierrez said his band members were thrilled to
know the event would be giving back to their
community as part of the Hurricane Katrina
relief efforts.

“The timing is good, the bands are good and the
cause is good. It will be an excellent show,”
Gutierrez said.

The festival’s organizers hope that they will be

able to use the event as a place for people from
across the region to come and have a good time
and enjoy music, Giles said.

The three-day event will host more than 100
acts on eight stages that will range with perform-
ances of gospel to electronic musical styles. 

“We have a unique festival because of our eight
stages. We hit each genre of music with each of

our stages,” Giles said.
One new addition to the event this year is an

acoustic music venue.
“We are going to have a Café Stage that will

feature acoustic music. It will be brand-new this
year for people to enjoy,” said Ann Rambeau, spe-

Take a break by attending Bay Fest in Mobile
TO GO

What: 11th annual Bay
Fest

When: Oct. 7-9
Where: Downtown Mobile 
Admission: Advance

weekend passes $35, avail-
able at www.bayfest.com or
at Mobile area Regions,
AmSouth and Compass
Banks; weekend passes are
void if detached; day passes
available only at the gates
are $25; children 12 and
under admitted free.

TO GO
What: 15th annual Gauti-

er Mullet Festival
When: 9 a.m. to 6 p.m.

Saturday, Oct. 8
Where: Mississippi Gulf

Coast Community College,
Jackson County Campus,
Gautier

Details: Anyone interest-
ed in performing or sched-
uled to perform on the
community stage should call
Anna Simpson at (228) 522-
0222.

Anyone interested in
being a vendor should con-
tact Anna Simpson at (228)
522-0222 or visit the Web
site at GautierMullet@bell-
south.net. All late fees are
being waived for vendors.

2005 Gautier Mullet Festival poster by Alan Watson of Hurley
Submitted Photo

Cathy Schmucker, a teacher’s assistant at College
Park Elementary, is the 2005 Queen of the Gautier
Mullet Festival.

William Colgin/The Mississippi Press

Johnny May with the street department in Gautier is the 2005 King of the Gautier
Mullet Festival.

William Colgin/The Mississippi Press

Come on down to the Gautier Mullet Festival and celebrate

See BAY FEST, Page 3-C

Two ‘Hometown Heroes’ to reign 
over Gautier Mullet Festival

See FESTIVAL, Page 3-C

See ROYALTY, Page 3-C



By MARIE KUECHEL 
and PAIGE HERMAN

newbeauty.com

If you’re looking to turn back
time, but your time is tight,
there are procedures that can
safely and effectively enhance
your appearance in as little time
as your lunch hour. With these
no-downtime options from your
board-certified plastic surgeon
or dermatologist, you can go
right back to work without
missing a beat.

Injectables: A few injections
of Botox, the leading anti-aging
treatment in the world, into the
brow region can erase or soften
the frown lines and wrinkles
between the brows, across the
forehead or around the eyes.
Keep in mind that takes three
to seven days for Botox to take
effect. Cost: $300-$600 per treat-
ment.

Temporary injectable fillers:
Naturally derived collagen-
based CosmoDerm and Cosmo-
Plast and hyaluronic-based
fillers (a moisture-binding sub-
stance naturally found in the
skin) such as Restylane and
Captique can also be performed
in less than an hour. Injections
of these fillers can fill deep facial
wrinkles and creases and plump
areas of the face such as the
lips or cheeks. The cost of fillers
is generally defined per vial,
and you may need more than
one vial to achieve your results.

Depending on the filler, a vial
may cost $400-$1,000 or more.
With any injection therapy,
there is the potential for some

redness, swelling or bruising
following treatment that can be
easily camouflaged with make
up; these are more likely to
occur with fillers than with
Botox.

Microdermabrasion or low-
concentration chemical peels:
Refresh your appearance and
look younger with little risk
with these gentle skin-resur-
facing treatments. These pro-
cedures, most often performed
by a licensed aesthetician or
nurse in your plastic surgeon
or dermatologist’s office, gently
remove the dry, dead cells of the
upper skin layer to unclog pores,
soften irregular pigment and
fine lines, stimulate cell
turnover, and create an overall
rosy, healthy glow. You may
leave your procedure with skin
that is a bit pink, but no one
will know if it was a lunchtime
beauty treatment or just a
break from the office! Cost:
$100-$400 per treatment.

Intense Pulsed Light:
Improvement for sun spots, age
spots, freckles and pigment,
irregular facial vessels or even
acne is possible if you use your
lunch hour for a nonablative
treatment such as a diode laser
or Intense Pulsed Light. Non-
ablative lasers safely penetrate
the skin without injury to the
skin’s surface, and use the pow-
er of light to create changes
deep within the skin. Some con-
ditions require multiple treat-
ments, but these can still be
performed in a short appoint-
ment with minimal side effects

like mild redness or sensitivi-
ty. Cost: $300-$800 per treat-
ment, depending on the area
treated and technology used.

Lunchtime lift?
You may have heard the term

lunchtime lift, and thought the
facelift has a new and easy
alternative. A lunchtime lift is a
marketing term that can apply
to just about anything the mar-
keter chooses. There are less
invasive alternatives to a full
facelift, including limited-inci-
sion lifts), endoscopic lifts that
use a surgical telescope to create
changes beneath the skin
through smaller incisions, and
thread lifts that use sutures to
elevate deeper tissues. These
lifts all require some form of
anesthetic and incisions and are
therefore classified as surgery.
Select only a board-certified
plastic surgeon or facial plastic
surgeon, and have your proce-
dure performed only at a fully
accredited office-based surgery
facility, outpatient facility or a
hospital.

The roar of generators and
frequent sounds of helicopter
flying overhead have given
way to the occasional chain
saw. Hurley is in transition
and beginning to get back to
“normal.”

The following is information
that will help the community
know what is happening at
this point.

• East Central and Moss
Point libraries are open for
business. They request that
you return any outstanding
books. No fee will be charged
for books damaged in the
storm but they need to have
the books to get them back in
the system. 

The libraries have DSL and
are prioritizing patrons who
need computer services to con-
tact Hurricane Katrina disas-
ter relief Web sites. 

• The Hurley Postal Office is
open but running on low staff.
The mail is beginning to come
in more rapidly now. The Hur-
ley post office has been run-
ning without a postmaster
since late February 2005. No
extra staff has been sent on a
consistent basis since that
time. This is bogging down the
system and interfering with
prompt delivery. 

We would like to thank
Renee for all her hard work.
The only number patrons can
call for help is (800) 275-8777,
which is computer generated
and out of Kansas City. 

• East Central High School
football resumed its practice as
of Sept. 12 and had its first
game in Petal on Friday, Sept.
16. The football schedule will
be backed up one week. Sched-
uled games will be played as
designated on the previous
schedule. Home and away
games will stay the same.
Time of games may be
changed due to lighting issues.

• East Central Community
Center is open once again as of
Sept. 13. Those who had
events scheduled need to call
Lisa Goff at (228) 588-3373 to
confirm if the activities are to
be postponed or continue as
scheduled. If you have any
questions, call Lisa.

The community center was
initially used by the Red Cross
volunteers but is now back in
service for the community.

• East Central High School
Girls Slow Pitch Team has
resumed practice and will play
their scheduled district games
only.

• East Central Volley Ball
team is expected to resume

practice
and dis-
trict
games
only as
well.

• East
Central
Middle
School
sports
have not
been
resched-

uled at this time.
• All East Central campuses

are scheduled to resume class-
es as of Oct. 3. Information
about enrolling new students
will be made available. There
is some speculation that
required days for attending
school will be shaved from the
schedule for coastal counties
but this has not been made
official as of yet.

• Mississippi Department of
Education can be accessed
through www.mde.k12.ms.us
with a special site for Katrina
related resources.

• The Red Cross Emer-
gency Shelter has been relocat-
ed from East Central High
School to the Moss Point Com-
munity Center. Local churches
and individual volunteers were
up and running almost imme-
diately, supplying the needs for
up to 200 displaced people
sheltered in our high school.
Red Cross was not able to ini-
tially provide basic services.
The Hurley community provid-
ed cooking, cleaning, laundry
and emergency supplies for
two weeks. 

• Many local churches are
still providing meals and
cleaning supplies to those in
need.

To borrow from a well known
gospel song, May the “Circle be

Unbroken” here in the Hurley
community.

Correspondent Reba J.
McMellon can be reached at
rebaj@mindspring.com or P.O.
Box 161, Hurley, MS 39555.
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MILES OUBRE’ McCON
Miles will be 1 year old on October 8, 2005.
He is the son of Reuben & Angela McCon

and the brother of Reuben & Neuman
McCon.  Grandparents are Ulysses and

Sandra Jupiter, Jr.; John & Betty McCon.
Great-Grandparents are Frank & Ella

Bivens, Sr., the late Allen & the late 
Arzella Bradley; the late Ulysses & 

the late Emelda Jupiter, Sr.

CASSIE LAYNE
FITZGERALD

Cassie was 1 year old on October 1, 2005.
She is the daughter of Tim & Tonya
Fitzgerald and the sister of Kristen.

Grandparents are Wayne & Shirley Burnett;
Jack & Nita Fitzgerald. Great-Grandparents

are B.C. & Janice Burnett.

KAYDEE NICOLE SMITH
Kaydee is 3 years old today on October 2,
2005.  She is the daughter of Lowrey & Kristi
Smith and the sister of Trey.  Grandparents
are Bruce & Delores Dethloff; Lowrey &
Rena Smith, and the late Mitchell Valentine,
Sr.  Great-Grandparents are Florine Rouse;
Melva Huff and Fred & Bea Valentine.

CAROLINE ELIZABETH
FLOYD

Caroline was 3 years old on September 24,
2005.  She is the daughter of Scott & Lisa
Floyd, and the sister of Peter Scott Floyd, III.
Grandparents are Pete & Jeannie Floyd,
Martha & Stanley Stringfellow and Mr. &
Mrs. Rick Crosby.  Great-Grandmother is
Lois Bullis.

GAVIN LEE TROCHESSETT
Gavin was 1 year old on Saturday, October 1,
2005. He is the son of Todd & Heather (Keel)
Trochessett of Hurley.  Grandparents are
Maureen Keel of Wade and Jim & Melanie
Trochessett of Hurley. Great-Grandparents
are Floyd & Lee Etta Holst of Festus, MO; EJ
and Betty Stanford of Escatawpa & Arthur &
Eleanor Trochessett of Big Point.

GENNA CLAIRE WEBB
Genna Claire was 1 year old on September 8,
2005.  She is the daughter of Donald & Terrie
Webb.  Grandparents are Sharon Brewer &
the late Gene Brewer and Bob & Jean Webb.
Great-Grandparents are Betty Wolfe and
Billie Webb.

2422 Ingalls 762-3031 
762-3032

HAIR
AMERICA

WE’RE HERE
WE’RE OPEN

CALL NOW

Bay FestFestival

cial events manager for the
city of Mobile.

Gutierrez said he hopes a
lot of Gulf Coast residents
make it to the show, because
not only is the concert bene-
fiting people on the Coast hit
hard by the Category 4
storm, but it also will be a
good time for all.

“Besides the charity thing,
people don’t have a lot of ven-
ues left on the Mississippi
Coast so it will be a great
opportunity for everyone who
wants to go somewhere and
relax and have a good time,”
Gutierrez said.

Other music groups that
will perform include Kool and
the Gang, Neal McCoy, Wide-
spread Panic, American Idol’s
Bo Bice and many others. 

Along with the music
stages, a children’s area will
be set up in Beinville Square
as a part of the festival. The
children’s area will have a
variety of activities, such as

creating your own work of art
with the Mobile Museum of
Art, a contest to design an
environmental stamp with
the U.S. Postal Service, and

their own entertainment
stage.

Feature reporter Amanda
Creel can be reached at
acreel@mspressonline.com.
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Joshua Sun of Biloxi will perform as part of the BayFest
lineup at 5 p.m. Sunday, Oct. 9. 

Submitted Photo

“We are going to have an
entire area for the kids. It
will all be encased and super-
vised, so the parents can
leave their kids there and not
worry and then go chill and
listen to the music,” Mitchell
said.

The children also will have
the opportunity to participate
in other free activities, such
as story time with members
of the staff of the Jackson
and George County Public
Library system and an oppor-
tunity to make wood crafts
with wood carving expert
Ken Muller.

Regardless of the destruc-
tion caused by Hurricane
Katrina, organizers have
added some new events to the
festival, however, some of the
expansion plans had to be
postponed until next year.

“The festival is not going to
be what we thought it was
pre-disaster, but it is still
going to be a great time. We
are just not going to let a
storm get us down,” said
Gabriel Godbold, entertain-
ment and financial director
for the festival.

Some of the new additions
to the festival will be the
addition of a live music stage
that will feature area artists
and the addition of the a Her-
itage Education Area will
host live demos and fun activ-
ities for children to learn
more about their Gulf Coast
heritage.

The live entertainment will
feature several bands that
will perform throughout the
day. 

The head-liner for the
entertainment stage is Aman-
da Shaw and the Cute Guys.
The Center Stage Band, The
Fuzzy Dice and the Brent
Anderson Band also will per-
form during the festival.

Along with new additions,
the traditions that have
defined the mullet festival
since its beginning, such as
the mullet toss, the cast net
toss and the mullet fry, will
all be part of the festival.

One of the new additions to
the festival last year, the car
show, will continue this year
with a few changes. The car
show is open to anyone, there
will be no sign-up fees and
there will be only one catego-
ry, the best of show, with

first, second and third place
winners.

The arts and crafts fair will
continue as scheduled with
more vendors signing up
every day. Vendors will offer
all sorts of craft items such as
pre-Katrina photographs of
the Gulf Coast, pottery,
stained glass art and hand-
crafted wood items. 

The Gautier Public Library
is going to continue with the
annual big book sale in con-
junction with the Gautier
Mullet Festival no matter
what, said JoAnne West,
manager of Gautier and Van-
cleave public libraries. 

West stood surrounded by
boxes of donations of books,
puzzles and toys and said she
just couldn’t stand to cancel
the book sale when people
just kept bringing in more
donations in the weeks after
Katrina.

The book sale will be from
9 a.m. to 3 p.m. during the
mullet festival in the meeting
room of the Gautier Library.

Feature reporter Amanda
Creel can be reached at
acreel@mspressonline.com.
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butions to the community. 
The queen for 2005 is

Cathy Schmucker, who was
chosen for her dedication to
the city league and high
school sport programs.
Schmucker is employed as a
teacher’s assistant at College
Park Elementary.

The king for 2005 is John-
ny May, who is being recog-
nized his for efforts to save
people during Hurricane Kat-
rina and for his work to clean
up Gautier after the storm.
May is in charge of the street
department for the city.

Both May and Schmucker
seemed humbled by their
selection, agreeing they knew
other people they felt were
more deserving of adorning
the royal garments during
the mullet fest.

“All I know is that I didn’t

do anything that I wouldn’t
do any day of the week,” May
said.

May, who with the help of
two other city workers, Keith
Young and Charley Rouse,
worked to save people from
the rising storm surge of
Hurricane Katrina on Aug.
29.

“I didn’t do this by myself.
One man could not do it by
himself,” May said. 

May said he loves Gautier
and that it is the only place
he could ever call home,
which is why he was out
working as hard as he could
to get Gautier cleaned up
after the Category 4 storm.

“After the storm, I got out
here and cut the grass and
put up the flags. I wanted to
put things back where some-
thing is familiar, recogniza-
ble,” May said. “I just think
that people need that.”

Schmucker was surprised
by her selection and she said
she had nominated other peo-
ple in the community to reign
over the festivities. She
added that it was an honor to
a part of something so posi-
tive in the midst so much
negative in the wake of Hur-
ricane Katrina.

“People need something to
do, everyone is so busy taking
care of their houses and get-
ting their lives back togeth-
er,” Schmucker said. “People
need a chance to relax and
listen to some music.”

Schmucker said one of the
things she is looking forward
to the most is seeing the chil-
dren that she has taught in
years past and being able to
bless them as part of her roy-
al duties.

Reporter Amanda Creel can
be reached at acreel@mspres-
sonline.com.
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Royalty

Things getting back to normal in Hurley

Look younger after your lunch hour

Reba J.
McMellon

HURLEY HAPPENINGS


